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SUBJECT: JAPANESE CONCERN RE CAMBODIA AND PARACELS 

1. JAPANESE MINISTER YAMAZAKI CALLED ON DEPUTY ASST SECY 
STEARNS WEDNESDAY, JAN 23 TO DISCUSS CAMBODIA AND PARACELS. 

2. ON CAMBODIA, YAMAZAKI SAID THAT HE HAD BEE INFORMED 

BY FONOFF THAT US WAS CONCERNED ABOUT GKR ABILITY TO DEFEND 
PHNOM PENH AND HAD ACTIVATED EVACUATION PLAN. STEARNS 
REPLIED THAT WE CONTINUED TO BELIEVE THAT GKR WOULD HOLD 
PHNOM PENH. WE DID NOT REPEAT NOT ANTICIPATE NEED TO 
EVACUATE AMERICANS FROM CITY. EVACUATION PLAN WAS KEPT 
IN STATE OF READINESS DURING ENEMY DRY SEASON OFFENSIVE 
OUT OF CONSIDERATIONS OF PRUDENCE AND NOT REPEAT NOT 
PESSIMISM. EMPHASIZING DESIRABILITY OF CLOSE HOLD ON 
EXISTENCE OF EVACUATION PLAN TO AVOID FEEDING ALARMIST 
RUMORS, STEARNS SAID THAT WHILE THE SITUATION AROUND 
PHNOM PENH WOULD CONTINUE TO BE DIFFICULT, WE BELIEVED 
FANK WAS DOING GENERALLY EFFECTIVE JOB AND WERE MOST 
ENCOURAGED BY CALM AND EFFICIENT WAY LONG BORET HAD 
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TAKEN UP HIS RESPONSIBILITIES AS PRIME MINISTER. WE 
THOUGHT IT LIKELY THAT KHMER COMMUNISTS WERE HAVING 
PROBLEMS IN RECRUITMENT AND SUPPLY AND DOUBTED THEY 
HAD ENOUGH STRENGTH TO MAINTAIN PRESSURE ON CAPITAL 
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BEYOND NEXT FEW MONTHS. YAMAZAKI SEEMED REASSURED 
BY THESE OBSERVATIONS. 

3. REGARDING PARACELS, YAMAZAKI SAID THAT ALTHOUGH 
JAPANESE GOVT TOOK NO POSITION ON SOVEREIGNTY OF ISLANDS, 
JAPANESE WERE DISTRUBED BY IMPLICATIONS OF CHINESE MILI- 
TARY INTERVENTION THERE. YAMAZAKI WONDERED WHETHER PRC 
WOULD HAVE QUOTE DARED UNQUOTE TO ACT SO RUTHLESSLY IF 
THEY HAD NOT BEEN SURE THAT US WOULD NOT TAKE COUNTER- 
MEASURES. FURTHERMORE, CHINESE SUCCESS IN SEIZING 
ISLANDS MIGHT ENCOURAGE THEM TO ADVANCE THEIR INTERESTS 
MORE AGGRESSIVELY IN OTHER AREAS, SUCH AS SENKAKU'S, 

WHERE JAPANESE INTERESTS WOULD BE MORE DIRECTLY 
THREATENED. STEARNS REPLIED BY SAYING THAT HE THOUGHT 
IT WOULD BE WRONG TO DRAW GENERALIZED INFERENCE ABOUT 
US ATTITUDE FROM EVENTS IN THE PARACELS. HE NOTED 
THAT THE SECRETARY, IN RESPONSE TO A QUESTION AT HIS 
PRESS CONFERENCE JANUARY 22, HAD STATED THAT WE DID 
NOT REPEAT NOT REGARD THE PARACELS DISPUTE IN THE 
CONTEXT OF GREAT POWER DOMINATION OF THE AREA ALTHOUGH WE 
REGRETTED THE USE OF MILITARY FORCE IN SETTLING THE 
DISPUTE. KISSINGER 
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